[Monomerization of the fragment D dimer of stabilized fibrin by a secretion from the medicinal leech salivary gland].
The salivary gland secretion of the medicinal leech catalyzes the conversion into monomeric form of the fragment D dimer, the product of limited proteolysis of stabilized fibrin. Analysis of N-terminal sequences revealed identical fragments for the D-dimer gamma-gamma-chains and the D-monomer gamma-chains formed via this reaction and established the presence of only one N-terminal amino acid (Ser). These results provide evidence for the preservation of integrity of the polypeptide chains during monomerization of the D-dimer.